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Agenda

11:40 – 11:50 Announcements/admin

11:50 – 12:20 Small groups
Reverse outlining example policy brief

12:20 – 12:55 Full group
Generate integrated outline
Discuss assignments



Week(s) ahead
25 Sunday Capstone 2 due

27 Tuesday PC: Returns to Education

29 Thursday PC: Education and income mobility

02 Sunday Exercise 05 due (Capstone 03 pre-work)
…
11 Tuesday Capstone 3 project showcase



Deliverables
1. Slide deck as a PDF 
2. Slide deck as .pptx
3. Knit output file (pdf/html/docx) that contains: 

• All code for all analysis
• Capstone reflection with bibliography
• Link to your video presentation

4. Data 
• Using a package: Skip this step, as you will call the data in your code!
• Using atlas.dta: Skip this step
• Importing data: Include the raw .xlxs or .csv file

• If it is fairly big - zip it first, is it better?
• If it is massive – use UVM FileTransfer and/or e-mail me

https://filetransfer.uvm.edu/


Any questions?



Dissecting two examples



Dissecting two examples

Individually
Read the briefs linked in the shared doc. 
In groups
Work through the template in shared doc

• Summarize articles 
• Answer short questions

We’ll discuss as a group



Quick demo on finding/citing academic 
articles
I suspect this will would research librarians cry 

1. Identifying what a peer-reviewed academic article is. 
2. Where do we find peer-reviewed academic articles?
3. How do we know if an article is “relevant”? 
4. How do we know if an article is “legit”? 
5. How do we do this faster?



Recommended workflow
1. Pick a topic
2. Do some light reading
3. Refine into a one sentence topic/research question
4. What does policy literature say about this? 

• Use this to dig for academic articles
5. What does academic literature say about this?
6. Outline by section
7. Think about what data you would want to fill in, start hunting
8. Fill in all the bits
9. Kill all your darlings



Alternative workflow
1. Pick a cool dataset, play w/ it
2. What topic could you use this for? Can you narrow it?
3. Narrow it
4. What does policy literature say about this? 

• Use this to dig for academic articles
5. What does academic literature say about this?
6. Outline by section
7. Think about what data you would want to fill in, start hunting
8. Fill in all the bits
9. Kill all your darlings



Writing principles for policy writing
• Minimize passive voice
• 1st person is okay if necessary
• Concise, concise, concise
• Ask yourself: could it be a list? How can I make it clearer?

Writing center can help!



Sources

Library databases! 

Google scholar!



Not on campus? PROXY SERVER O’CLOCK


